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Desd Patent M dicios Mean. |
From the New Hsrald, Nov. 7 ’
Mr Jobhn woffatt, acd old resideat of this city, and
well knowe «il over the Uni'ed States as the inventor
or patentee of Mcfiatt’s Life Pillsand Pheaix Bitters,
died yerterday at the ripe age cf seveaty-six. Mr. Mol
fatt comme: ced busiess in this city a8 a dry goode mer-
chant, bat !ailed, with very large liabilities. 1his was
some twenty five or thirty years ago. After being cat |
of businesg for & year or two, and i0 great pecaniary |
straits, seme medical acquaintance of his saggested that
he shoald go into the patent medicine basiness, apd that
he would set him going st it by some simple prescrip-
tions.- This was the origin of Mefla.t's Life Pilla acd
Pheenix Bitters. | ¢
He got a little store in Hudson street, employed at
first one womsau in working up and packing the pills,
while his son William B. Mcffatt, was engsged after
school hours, in distributing business circulars
through the city. The son gradoated in medicine, and,
after a residence in Karepe, retarned to this city and
entered actively into his father’s business. About this
time the former cieditors of Mr. Moffatt began to dis-
cover that be was making some money ; aud be in order
to evade their importanities, transferred the business fo
the son, and in course of years it produced an immense
income. ‘Uhe profits were priocipally invested iu real
egtate on Broadway aod other streets, so that with the
rapid rise in the valae of such property, Wm. B. Mc#itt
ranked as s milliopsire. The 1ime came, however, when
the father and son disagreed. This was when the lat-
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cach maz i 1 - tangl sties.
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reports of the markets this week. We however, T¢ & (uration wheiker State Guards are inall cases
mark, that prices aro uearly the same as re. orted on jae: | F oo @iy employed as they could be at home. Tha At-
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week's qusiations for & eNEal opitome of pricas. et | ta i vl trece by a portion of the State Guard, detailed
they cannot be ¢cansidared as he i e el ot L wood for the State Yioad.
. X 3R - | It is 9::350 utc::_v nsceessary that trees should be felled
THE GREZE Finz that the Yankces have threatensy g- |30 85 10 brezk the wires, in order to get wood?
throw ioto Chatleston, aud which iodeed thoy LAvE Lhrawn -
h:;a.prtfﬂ--:d J‘ Pl: !1.' faliore—a z-aud hombug ; #4 mugen |  COTTON ON TEE. R19 GRANDE.-- A correspondcnt
80, md_:*(z. L;a_-\ ey bave given it up as & bad job, and with Banke’ expedition writes that it is reported thwat
now nt‘n‘ BLEils ionded fimply with the usual barstisg fit_L rezport, on the Mexican side of the Rio Grande,
charge of powdar. Buaelin ricently ‘hrowu into the city, | (T 18 A0 immense amount of cotton—estimated a ¢

40,000 bales—and that the road from Matamoras
00 bales- | m
g.ggdj 15 filled with wagons loaded with cotton _t:
agdad 1s ou the Mexicao side, and at the '
lth*: o | ; month of I

which failed to explode, bave boen examined and fonnd to
contain none of the defeclable composition found in thosze |
thrown at fret

raireat without dificulty in any di-

ter, who had beon uomarried till about m'idie life, re-
solved to take a wi‘e. The father called upon him for
a division of the property on the grou:1 that they bad
been partoers in busineas all the time.

The son depied this, and urged that he had already
amply provided for all the mémbers of his family. Fut
& suit was commenced, aad was tried come six ysars ago,
to compel the son to accorct with th= father. The lat-
ter claimed that en the occasion of the soa's leaving for
Europs some years bzfore there bad bcen prepared and
duly executed a deed of partnership, whick paper bad
subeequent!ly faliea into the bands of the son and been
destroyed. This was tetally denied on the son's part,
and floally the decision was agaimst the father. ‘The
case went up te a higher court, and was in process of
litigation wEen the son died, a_little over a year s5go,
and pow the father having followed him, the cwse has
been fally removed to the highest of all tribunals.—
Thus bave the lile pills been awallowed up in death and
the Phecenix bitters await a resurrection.

Capture of the Banshee. :

The rebel steamer Banshe¢ was captured on the 17th
November, with a valuable cargo, while on her way
from Nassau to Wilmiogton. She arrived at New
York on the 23d. We have already published an ac-
count of her narrow escape not long since, while run-
ning the gauntlet into Wilmington. A Washiogton
telegram, describing the Banskee, says :

A ccording to the information in the possesiion of the
Navy Department, the steamer Banshee recently cap-
taured, was built io the yard of Jones, Quigan & Co.,
of Liverpool, and was launched in the latter part of
November, 1862. She is a paddle-wheel steamer, and
is called a steel boat, the plates used in ber coustruction
being of steel, threz-fourths of an inch in thickpess,
and said to be tqual to iron plates an ioch thick.
She is 226 fcet long, 20 feet beam, and 12 feet deep.
Her bottom is flat, and the keel is divided into four
water-tight compartmeats. Her engines are oscillating,
of 120 borse power; and 8) eopstructed as to be under
the deck. Whec fully loaded she draws only eight feet
of water.

The Duty ef the Hour,

Never before, in the hiitory of the present revolation,
says the Atlanta Confederacy, have the affairs of the
Confederacy assumed a more critical condition. - Oar
army retre tirg before a superior force of the invader,
from the Tennessee ; the enemy making demorstrations
acrosa the rapidan; the immediate exertions of the
Federal Fleet toward the reduction of Cbarleston ;
another fierce battle irnminent sround Knoxville ; the
seizing of the Confederate rams in Earope—all alike
conspire to make uns fvel for the time somewhat dis-
couraged. But our trials have not yet reached their
climax. We bhave rot all yet begun to feel the severi-
ties and trouble incideni to hostile invasion. We are
by no meacs such martyrs to Liberty’s.cause as the
first American revolution produced, and we fear many
of us will never becoms sauch unseifish patriots. We
must be prepared to expect reverses. e must cease
to be sunzhine patrigts, and leara to welcome clonds as
well as fair weather, and to free ourselves from tyranay,
at all hezards and to tha last extremity. Now is the
time for men to prove themselves. I'he bour is at
hand when the courage, patriotism and the souls of
men are to be tested. ‘I'be united endeavors of & united
Souath put forth io one mighty effort more, would bear
us swiitly, safely over the breakers, and the ordeal is
passed. kvery man must to the field whose hand is
strong encugh to pall the trigger upon the iovader of
his home. ‘I'he present armies of the Counfederacy are
but a trifle in number of its arms-bearing population.
Iu the neme of Southern chivalry, and for the hosor of
the South, let not & few brave men be borne down by
hirelings, for the lack of reiaforcements.

Tre N2cro AND THE Waz —The Charleston Cou-
rier justly says:

We bave passed through three eventfull montbs since
Gen. Quiney Adamas Gilmore threw his first shell at the
city ot Charleston, exciting the fiendish hopes of Yam-
keedom. General Gillmore's shells, in all, from the
22d August to this date, bave killed one poor negro
womac—-a striking illustratiou of the assertion which
has been made and amply verified that the negro sul-
ters first aud woist noder sll the experiments of the
Yankees. No class in America bas hitherto felt this
cruel aud caus.less war less than the servants of the
South, and nooe are feeliog it more than the helpless
and deluded Iree pegroes of the North. From the day
when Abolitionism began its tempering and tinkering
by the bold and reckless assertion that slavery was a

attempt and ¢ffort made by the so-called friends and
asguming chempions of the negro have only tended to
his injaury and have only increased the incidental and
otherwise curable evils ofservitude. What if the
Yankees take and occupy Lookcut Mountain? The
sacred code which guarantees and recognises the rights
of the south in the interests ard institution which now
excite againgt her the bungry, howling borde of Yankee
miscreants, was uttered, not from “Lookount,” but from
Moant Sinai. Will the Yankees scale that?

We bave had shown to us, says the Richmond Whig,
a specimen of haodiword consistiog of a rose witha
stem and leaves, made from duck feathers, which is ex-
ceedingly creditable to the young lady whose ekill and
taste produced it. Ske can enjoy the satisfaction of
makiog and wearing ber own bonpet decorations, whilst
others of her sex are compelled to pay exorbitant prices
:‘ior such garnitare as they may require, or thiok they

0.

Arxy Lirrers.—We are requested, says the Rich-
mond Whig, by Colonel W. E. M. Word, Special
Agent of the Post Office Department, to say that the
Postmaster General bas established a post office, to be
called the “ Northern Army eof Virginia,” and ap-
pointed Captain Jobn L. Eubank, postmsster. Said
office is to follow Gen. Lee’s army wherever it may go,
and postmasters in this State an! other States, fioding
letters in their ofice for this army, will please £-nd them
direct to this new office, aud thereby expedite their
delivery.

Soutbern papers will please copy the above.

From the Savannah News.

Bie.—Observing in your paper of this morning a tele-
graphic advertisement that *' a Press Associatior Courier
will leave Meredian, Miss., en the 10th December, for the
trans-Mississippi,’’ who will take a limited number of
letters, at one dollar for essh half omnce, beg leave to
state that the conveyamce of letters as propesed by the
Press Association is a vioiation of law, sab)ecting the
person carrying, as well as those sending them, to a penal-
iy of fifty dollara for each letter so sent or carried.

I would also state that the Post Office Department, in
conformity with & law of the last , has made
ample arrangements for the transmission of letters across
the Mississippi River, at a charge of fi:ty centa for each
half oumce in weight, and that they will be forwarded from
any Post Offise in the Confederate Btates.

JOHN HEART
Bpecial Agent P. 0. D.

No Mozz Excaaxors.—By the last flag of truce
steamer, Judge Ould received from Gen. Hitchcock a
zgly to his fair the sams beretofore submit-

to Gen. Meredith. The anthorities at Washington
ht;:% determined that thmthmu be no exeharge until

onfederates concede of troo

—and, of courss, the’ m rejected. i Thg:
ends for the present, if not forever, all hepes of an ex-

change.

Feeezpox.—The St. Louis Republican (Abolition-
ist) mentions a inin the Federal atmy, who has
been ¢ with selling esighty “liberated’”’ slaves.—
It quotes a statement from an Abolitioa Massachusetts
paper; that a Federal soldier had sold a colored Iad,

\\beut 15 years old for a pig werth 6. .

sin accordiog to the Bible, to the present hour, every

L

Gen. Bragg— What we think of him bow. |
We sre advised by telegrsph tbat Gen. Bragg, st
kis owa-solicitation, has been permitted to trsnsfer the
conmard of the army of Tenncssee to (en. Hardee.
We will not state to the reade:s o! the Register that
we regret thia chapze. Qur personal interests and ne- !
cessities bave cansed us 10 watich cfosely and s'ady |
thoroaghly the corduct of Gen. Bragg, and it men |
unskilled in the art of wor are capsble of appreciating |
military excellecce, if we have read history to any por- |
, and have not i vaic contrasted his cenduct with |
that of men who have led the weaker against stronger
armies, we areé compelled ‘o say that we regret the
pecessity for the above anncuncement.
Oa former occasions Geu., Bragg Las sought tobe
relieted of duties which must have taxed Lis energles
to a degree that we have deemed insufferable. lle oo-
dertook the trapsformation of the militia o the Con-
federate States into an army of the Corfederate States.

willed citizens. To fail in this wes to iosure disaster
and d:feat. Nocne denies this now. The diflerence
between a citizen soldiery and a disciplined army 18 at
‘ength so thoroughly appreciated that one of Bragg’s
veteraps wa... along car streets with an air el con-
scious superiority over those who, twelve meonihs sgo
were his egnals. .

lu accomplisking this task Gen. Bragg f:slinc urred
the diepleasure of his trocps, We all remember the
public and private aesaults made upon bim roon
bis assumption of the command of the &rmy at Tupelo.
Later, there appesred upen the militery stage rasgoifi-
cent actors ready and willing to suppl nt bim. 'T'bey
hed friends throughout the South, and these caught up
the echo of disestirfaction in the racks and sought to
popularizz it. When the great mass of the goldiers
were at length content and preferred Bragg, es we be-
lieve they do at this very hour, to any other. chieliain,
the outery sgairst bim in the iuterior bad reached its
height.

On three several occegions, ut leas , Gen. Bragg has
been Mdaced by this clemor 1o esk the Presicent to
relieve bhim. With 2!l his devotion to the code and
rules of military life, be has not beca oblivicus of his
duties &8s a citizen of a republicun governcment, and
bence has manifested, as we believe, \lien und now, an
unwise respect for the supposed but upreal popular
wish. If Gen. Bragg Las ever tukes a false step, he
1has now made it. ‘I'be coautsy canuot blame Lim,
gince the supposed exponents of the opinions of his
countrymen bave induced him to the adoption of this
measure. Butif we could believe him capable of au
act of cowardice, we would on this occasion, as could
have been dove on no other in alil his history, o ke the
charge. ,

Bat this is eimply impossible. From the day that
the honest old veteran Zachary Taylor, declared, over
his official signature, that Le owed the victory at Bucna
Vista to the steadfast comrage of Braxton Bregg, we
bave deemed every man stultificd who hes sought to
qaestion Bragg’s conrage. Wken Le hed the harathocd
to retrest at Murfressboro, sud sgnin to tucrifice him-
gelf in order to eave g little army—when we saw how
in his official reports he screenc 1 efficers who before and
afterwards sought to stab his reputation—when by the
examipation ol official paperg, many of which Lave not
yet been given to the public, we becamz coguizant of
these facts—we asserted, as we do to-éay, in the Juce of
the late disaster at Ckattancoga, that bisiory, il 1it-can
tell the truth, will assign Gin. Bragg as proud a posi-
tion a8 that now occupicd in the pogular cstimation by
Lee and DBeauregard.

Within twelve mentbs from to day, wucn fact -alter
fact is developed and truth sssumes the place of passion
and prejudice, the country will award the full meesure
of jastice to the bravest, most sleepless, tireless acd
seli-sacrificing Geveral who has led an army in all this
terrible war. We have no inducement, at tL1s momeat,
to speak thus of an officer whom we have never scen,
and of whose minor personal peculiaritits we know

nothing, except frem  hersay. We give ul-
terance to these opinious impelled simply and
golely by a sease of duty, snd regurdiess of

any ¢if_ct they may have npon ourselves. It is the bab-
it of sycophants to worship the risiog end detract from
| the splendor of & descending luminary. We contemn
the cowardly spirit that would dictate such a policy,
and at this honr Gen. Brage has in the conductors of
this journal friends who shall betray Limn ouly when he
is talse to the cause we have egpoused. We deem Lim
pow the noblest Roman of them all.

We have said more of praise than ever belore was
lavished wpon any mau by this journal.
to do so sumply becaus2, under the circumitances, we
decm the tribute deserved, and heccause malignity and
prejudice can ascribz 1o ms, ander the circnmstarccess,
no unworthy motives. Whatever way be the fotdre
fortunes of the late General-in-Chicl of the Army ol
Tennessee, he shall ever have the consciousness of
knowing that there ere those who have lost everything
by his military movements, uud et bave encugh of that
anselfish epirit. which bLis own history lilustrates, 10
ascribe to him meny of those guealities which made the
name of Washington immortal. _

Knoxville, (Atlanta,y Register.

Elveding the Govrinient.

Livery day ¢ vclops a rascality, eitter dircctly or in-
| directly to the detriment of the @overnment, whick de-
fends and is every day straining its resourccs for the
welfare of its traducers. “To make all out of the Gov-
erument you can” is the only living principle which
keeps alive the encrgies of hundreds of men in this com-
munity, and thersapds in the country at large. When
such things es coutracts, enriching, in the period of
a moenth, tb- men who epjoy them, sre common, a
geceral and stupendous scale of telerated cheat
ery, growing every day, will not be astonisbing.
Bat all the knaves are not confined o Richmond, nor
to other cities, but they are to be {ound as weli, ameng
tbe farmers, who sometimes like to boast of their supe-
rior patriotism aud vast uselu'ness. A mining estab-
lishment, engaged in the productioa of blue stone for
the Confederacy, lately fonred it impossible to furnishb
the hands employed with bread, at tbe governmeunt
rates of pay, on sccouut of a sudden rist in the price
of corn among the farmers in the vicinity. . Conse-
quently, a treary was cffccted between the blue stone
makers and the farmers, that, the government permit-
ting, they would swap blue stone (which is very valua-
ble for soaking seed woeat -to secare it agaipst ~orms)
for corp, giving 1 1b. of blue stone for cne buskel of eorn.
The government assented. Alost of the farmers were
glad to avail themselves of the arrangement, and laid
in as mach blue stone as tiey weuld veed. Seme
others, however, exchanged sll tueir spare corn for the
mineral, canvasged the country, and bought up more
corn for eight and teo dollurs a bushel, exchanged it
for blue siong, and haviog at iength exhausted their re-
sources in the traffic torew the blue stooe on the mar-
ket and sold it for $20 a pound !

Thie was about as nice a piece of speculative rascali-
ty as has occcarred during the war, and iliustrates the
disgusting fact that eveu one of the most bencvoleat
objects of the government—the relief of its poor cm-
ployees—will fiod scoundrels to take adventage of it in
order to fill their pockete.— Richmond Enquorer.

Ter Yaxxee Carmran Bare.—FEmerson Etheridge
the renegade West Tennesseean, has been slighted by
the Yankee Government, and bhas become very strong
in his opposition to it in consequence. In a series of
letters written to the Chicago I'imes he attempts to
show the people how they are hnmbugged. The satiri-
cai rascal gets off the foliowing on the “~atety of the
Capital .”

At present, however, the capital is saie acd the army
is safe. This amazisg statemect is made by the Admin-
istration organs, and the people sre expected to be jubi-
lant over the fact. Safe! BShamefal, humiliating con-
fession. Safe from what? BSafe from captare by the
rebels, whom we have been fighting for oearly three
! Bale from capture by the rebels, whose ports
we have blockadded ; whom we have deprived of mails
and medicioes ; whose back bones we h.ve broken
more than a dozen times; whom we have ridiculed
as ragged, starving , and dirty; to whom .we at first
refased to accord the rights of beligerents; with whom,
for a long time we refused to exchange prisoners; whose
privateersmen we loudly boasted we would bang as pi-
rates! Safe from the capture of the rebels, whose mili-
tary power, as Mr. Seward lately assured the world,
was broken and entirely exhausted! Szf: from the cap-
ture by the rebels, to conquer whom we are now colled {
upon to raise the pitiful number of three hundred thous-
and more men, in addition to the seventeen hundred
thousand whom these pesky rebels bave already kept s0
activelyemployed!—Safe! safe indeed! oh shame where
is the blush? Will we ever congaer the rebzls at this rate
quden, bow are we going to emsancipate, conficate,
!::J;tﬁte. amalgamate, by remaining * safe '’ in our cap
i

The ladies (?) of New York, Brooklyn and Williams-
barg are bolding a fair for “the benefit of the colored
soldiers.” An advcrtisement in the Herald says: “Let
every man and woman in our land do something for these
poor and needy opes; it matters not how little, bat do
something. Olothing, provisions, fruits or fancy articles
and books will be most greatefully received and fully
appreciated.” Why don’t the “ladies” hold a fair for

| 2cncern :

He sought to meake soldiers—veritable soldiers of self- |

after |

We are free |

— — e —

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Ofes,
RicExoND, NOVENBER 24, 1863
Gexeral Urders, No. 152.

1. A Court of Enqairy baving been convened at
Jackson, Miss., by Special Orders, No. 41, from this
office, dated February 18, 1862, amended by Special |
Orders, No. 43, of February 20, 1863, to examive and

report tke facts and " circumstances attending the cap- —

tora of the city of New Ocleans by the enemy, in
April, 1862, and the deferce of the city by the Confed-
erate troops under command of Msj Gen. Mansfield
Lovell, together with their opinion thereon ; and the
court having discharged the duty assigned them, their
opinion i: pablished for the bepefit of all-whom it may |
1I. Opixtox oF TER COURT. -
The conrt having matarely considercd the evidence |
adduced, submit the following
CPINION :

| could probably bring, the interior line of fortifications,
| as adopted aud completed by Maj. Gen. Lovell, was a
safficient defence of the ¢ity of New Orleaps; but his
ability to bhold that lice agaiost such an attack wes
greatly impsited by*the withdrawal from bim, by su-
perior authority, of nearly all bis effective troops.

| 2. The ¢xtendr line, as adopted and improved by him,

was well devised, and rendered as strong as the meaps |

| of nis command allowed.
3. Uptil the iron-ciad gun-boawe Louiziana and
‘Miasissippi should be ready for serviee, it was indis-
| pensably necessary 19 Obs.'.rnct the mavigation of t!:e
| Mississippi River between Forts Jackson ard St
| Phillip. The raft completed under Gen. Lovell's di-
| rection was ed:quate for the purpose while in positior:
| bat it was swept away, and left the river unimpeded,
eitter by reason of some error 1n ita congtru;tmn, or
peglect in preventing t.c accamnlation of deift, or be-
caunse of insuperable mechanical difficnities, as to which
this court feels unprepared to give an opinion. Gen.
Lovell ccmmanicaced to the Goverument no opinion as
o the insecurity of the raft, nor any apprehension that
ﬁ might bz swept away, nor did he immediately make
known that fict whea it occurred. Ib thisit 1s coo-
| sidercd that he was remiss in hig duty.
4. \Wken the raft was swept away, Gen. Lovell, with
' groat eneigy, immediateiy enceavored to replace it, and
partially succeeded ; but withoat fanlt on bis part, this
iast obstruction waa broken by the carclessoess of ves-

| fice rafls driitinz against it, and by the failure of the
guurd boats tu pro ect it against night. expeditions of
the enemy.

5. The npon-completion of the iron-clad gan-boats
| Louizianz ard Mississippi made it imj ossible for the
navy 1o co-operate efficiently with Gea. Lovell.
| 6.
less ¢s a means of resiatacce to the “enemy, for which
| Gen. Lovell was in no wise responsible.

7. Uncer the existing eircumstances, the passage ol
! the torts by tie euemy's ficet could not have begn pre-
| vented Ly Gencral Lovell with suy mesas und«r s

| control ; end the [urts bein. passed, the fall of New Ur-
| leans was inevitaple, and its cvacontion u military ne-
| cessiiy. '

| 8. When the Gist raflt was b:oken, aud the danger
{of New Orieans thus became imminsat, all necessary

| preparation should bave been made for removing the

| public property and- private property available for mil-
itary uses ; and when the second obstruc'ion was swept
away, the removal of such property should have been
commecnced immediately. Taz failure to take these

| timely steps caused the lcsses el property that occur-

| red ; but there was compargdively bac little properiy
| lost for which Gen. Love!l wus respongibic.

| 9. T.e fattare of Gen. Lovell to give praper orders

{to Brig. Gen. A, L Smith for the reliremcat of Lis

| comm:nd from Chalmette is pot sufliicntly €x plaiced,

[and iz, therefuie, regarded a5 a serious error.

| 10, The proposition 0f Gen. Lovell to return to New

| Orlears with his comnmand was not demanded by bis

|daty =4 a soldier, invoiving as it did the uscless sacri-

fice of bimself ard his troops, though it expliias i'sell
| upoa the ground of sympatby for the population aud
| & natural sensitiveness to their reproaches.

| 11. Gen. Lovell displayed great euergy and an un-
tirirg industry in perferming his dufics. His cenduct

iwas marked by all the coplness and self-pessession duoe
to the circumstances and his pusition ; and be evineed

'a high capacity for command, end the clearest foresight

'in many ol bis measures for the d<tenez of New Ur-

i lzans.

| ‘I'be court respectiully report that ifs srsembly was

{delaycd by the failure of its President to receive his

| ordurs in due tirre, end that session was protracted by

{ the takiog of testimony under the crder of the War De-
partment 23 to the conduct of navai oflicers on duty in
| Department No 1. This order wos rescinded, thus
‘rend:riog uselesa ard irrelevant much of the lubor of

| the court. The testimony refered to, althovgh appear.

| ing cn record, was not ecnsideréd by the court in deter-
| mining its findings aud epinion.

| IlI. The Court of Inqniry in the foregoing case is

| hereby dissolved.

¥. COOPER:

| By erder:
| Adjutant end lospector-General.

.; : The Frice of Gold.
A Wipe Dirreresen.—The Ietersburg Register
'quotes gold at $20 for 1. Silver at §1e a 18 ‘he
| Richmond Enguirer of ycsterday quotes goid at $11
60 to $12 50. Silver €U H) to §10 50. Here is a
| rare epportunity for speculstion in e metals.
, Letersburg Eapress of yesterday.
! We kcow nothiag of the source whence the Ilich-
| mord Enquarer derives ile icformation about the price
{of gold and eilver. Our information as to the value of
these srticles in  this market is derived from lhe we!l
koown firm, the pame of which alwaya accompauiestle
reports, which are revised twice a week on the dags
preecding their poblication. In these reports, we have
the most perfect confidence, clse they would not appear
in this puper.

‘The price of gold in Raleigh, wo learp, from oce of
ihe papers jublisked tbere, is iwepty-live for one.—
Blockade ruuooing is a great appreciation of gold and
silver ovcr what is soecringly and most unpatriotically
called “ Conlederate Fodder.”” It must be the opinion
ot every sanc mwan wbko loves kis eouutry, and who
doesn’t ?—=as scwe design—intend to run away from it
and leave it in its strait, that it €onfederate credit is
not sustained, po men in the Cenfideracy, we care not
how much Bank stocks, State stocks, State money,
lands ard negroes he may fancy Limself to be worth, 18
worth enough to pay lis luzeral expenees, vo matter
how econom:cal mey be ileinoje of bis burial. But
why waste breath on this topic? * It's like singing
psalms to a dead horee.”’--Pel. Reguster.

GrorcE N.SaxpErs—Hi1s Misxion ABsroap —The
Lioodoa correspundent of the New York Times suys:

Mr. Goerge N. Sandera has be:n drawa {rom hia cov-
er, in Pamlico, by the ram questicn. He declares that
be has had nothing to do with the rams at Birkentead.
His inoocent and lawful misgion is to contract for six
fast mail steamers, pot war vessels at all, por armed in
any way. They arc to be plated, to be sure, o as to
rau tke blockade with the meils, aud are to carry such
freight as may be desirable. These steawers, he eop-
tends, are perfectly lawful, and he professes hie willing-
ness to tell Lord Palmerston—coufiientially, I presume,
where they are now beiog built, ana to give bim all nced-
ed particnlars. Mr. Sacdersis quite fravk in the mat-
ter. He admits that his steamers might very readily
be converted into men-of war, and that once at Charles-
ton or Wilmington with the mails, the Coniederate Gov-
ernment, makiog him a sgitable compensation, might
arm and use them. That would, however, be no affair
of hig, nor of the British Goveroment. Pity Mr. Laird
could not make out that his rams were intended to carry
the mail, and that the iron besks were only to be used
io piowing their way into some of the sha!low harbors
of the Scuthern Coast—the plating giving them the
necessary momentum. It took Mr. Sanders to conceive
of such a bappy idea. Ioglishmen are not up te such
loventiops. .
But, with all his ioPenuity, I am d.sposed to tbink
that.Mr. Sanders’ mail steamers will meet the fate of
Mr. Laird’srams. Police Constable Raussell will take
charge of them, after baving a confidential conversation
with Mr. Adams, eud perhaps, Mr. Walker, The
Washington Govercment has ooly to be firm jn the
matter. Mr. Lioccoln bas only to put that foot down,
to compel Eogland, just as she is now sitvated, to stop
every thing whbich can aid the enemics of the Republic.
Rassel will do what be thinks necessary, law or no law,
and await the meeting of Parliament.

Beecasr 1IN A DiLzxya.—The Liverpcol Coanrier,
in a notece of Henry Ward Beecher’s speech at (las-
gow, says :

“ At tbe close of his address, a gentleman in the
body of the room, completely posed him by reading a
clagse from the Ubnited Btates Constitution, in which
slavery is made legal, and by sskinz whether Mr.
Beecher end his friende were countending for the old
Oonstitation or a new oce. [If for the first, they
mast be contending lor slavery ; if for the second, they
bad no right td complain of the South for following the |
same course. We need scarcely say that Mr. B.'s
atiempt to answsr the question lelt him completely im-

benefit of their poor starvisg whites?

paled upon the Lorns of this cruel dilkmma.”

| comsiderable length.

gels of the “river defence flcec” colliding with it, and by |

I'ee 8o called river deience fl2et was wholly use- |
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Reports of the Pregs Association.

Entered according to the Actof Congress, in the year 1864,
by J. B. THRASHER, in the Clerk’s t)ffice of the Distriot
Ceart of the Confederate States {or the Northern Diatrict
of Georgia.
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SYNOPSIS OF THE PiESIDFNT'S MESSAGE.
Ricaxoxs, Va., Dec. Sth, 1863

qhe Presid.nt rapidly reviews the events of the past
year, remarking, whiist succoss has not e¢qnalied our ex
pectations, we have checked the enemy everywhere in his
advance,

Our relations with foreign mnatiens are discussed at
The Pres!dent regre’s there hag been
ro improvement since his meesage of Javuary last; ard
ttat the conduect of Furopean nations i3 iees impartial, and
in some casey has assnmed a character positively unfriend
lv. Commissionsrs were sent abroad for the purposg of
entering into negotiationa proper to fix the relationa, rights

. _ g | and obligations of the Confederate and U. Ftates,under trea-
1. Asagaicst a land attack by any lorce the enemy }ties ertered into witl fcreign natioos, prior to 'the FOpPATS-

tion which hes taken plade. But this tender, oncur part, has
| boen declined. Hence, as wa bave beeu reins€d the hene
| fit of those treaties, they certainly have ceased to be
| binding ; and in the opinion of the President, our relationa
| with European Nations are now contrclled exslusively by
| the general ru'es of 1ke law of patlons.
{ Legi:lation upon the subject of our finances ia earneatly
rccommended

Althougk tie magnitude and duralion of tha war was ot
| at firgt anticipsted, still th2 rescarces of the conotry are so
| ample, and the apirit of the peop'e so devoted to its canse,
that relief iz within our reach. '

The financial policy of the Governmaent, since [ta forma-
'tion, is ¢is_uesed, and the President covtends thai, whilst
 the provision of the Fermanent Conatitation, In reference to
| direct taxation, cannot Le carried ioto effect by the mode

pointed cut, it is plain that the doty of Congress is to exe.
cote the gaceral intent f the Covstitntion, by making the
| tax mniforic throughout the Confederate Srates.
| "These considerations are greatly tnforced by the reflec-
| ticn that an attempt to apportion the taxes amongst Ftates,
' gome of which are wholly or partialiy in the occopation of
| hoatile forcea, woreld subvert the whole intention of the
| framers of the Cosstitutinon, and bq prodactive of the most
| revolting irjustice, inatend of that just correlation between
rgxation and represeptation which it was their purpose to
| gsenre. With a large vortion of some of the Btates occupied
| by ths enemy, what jostice would there be in imposing on
the remaivder the whola amount of taxation of the entire
State in proportion to i's répresentation? What else would
thi= be in efl-ct than to incresse the borden of those who are
[the Leaviest suflerers by the war, and make our inability to
protect. them from iuvasion, ns we ere roqguired to do by
[the Copstruticn, the ground tor adding to their losses by
fan attempted sdberence te tha letier in viviation of the
| apirit of that icatrument. No such purpoge could bave
been entertained, and no such result contempialed by the
framers of the Constiiution. It may add weight to these
| ecnsiderstions, if we reilect that, although the Copstitutisn
| proavided that it shon!d go inta operation wilh a represe.-
| tation temporarily distribnted among the Biales, it express-
| 1y ordains, after providisg for & eonsus within three years,
thiat this temposary distribution of represantative power is
to erdare until guch ennmeration shall be made. Wou'd any
one argae, 1hat becauae a ¢census capnot be made within the
fixed period, Government must, at the expiration of that
| perind perish for want of & Hepresewative boly. Ioany
zapect in which the subject can’be viewed, 1 am led to tha
coutinsicn alresdy anncunced, And which is nuderstocd to
Le in accordance with the vote taken i cue or both houzes
at the last se=zsion I skall, therefore, until we are abls to
pursae the precise mode required by the Constitution,
deem it my duty to approve of any law levying taxation,
'wkhkich youn are boucd to impose for the defence of the
country, io aoy other practicable mode, which shall dis=-
|tribute the Lurthen uniiermiy end impartially oo the whole
| property of the peorle.

In your former legialation yon have scuzlt to avold the
increase of tlie volume of motes in ¢ircu'ation, offering iu
| dreoements for volnotary funding. Measntes adopted for
{ that purpose hava been but partially enccesful, and the evil
| has now reaclied such & magnitude as to permit no other
[ remedy thkan s ccmpuls:ry redoction of the currency
to the ameunt required by the buainess of the country, Thia
reduction ehould be aecompanied by a pledge that under
| po sirers of circumstances will that amount be exceeded.
| No poasible wode of using tha eredit of the Govetoment can
hie g0 diearirou= 68 one which distarks tha basis of all ex-
{ ehanges and renders impossible all ealeunlations of {atore
valueg, augmentsa in constantly increasing proportivus the

(price of all cemmodities, and 80 oepreciates all
fixed wages, salaries and iecrimcs, g8 to render
them 1 adequate to a bare smubsistence. If to thede

be added the atill more fatal inflnecce on the morals and

character of the people to which I have already adverted.

1 am persuaded you will concur in the conclrsion that an
|irflaxible adberence to & limitationm of the currevey ata

fixed sum is an indispensabla element of any system of
inance now ts ba adopted. Holdors of currency now

outstandjog can only be protected in the recovery of
| their just claims by substlituoting for noles some other
secarity. If the carrency is not greatly and promptly
reduced the present scale of intlated prices will not
only conticue to exist, but from the vary fact of
{the large amount thus made requisite in the conduct
of the war, these prices will reach ratesstill more extrivi
| zant, apd thke whole systemn fall noder its own weight, render
‘it g the redemption of the debt impossible, destroying s
whole velae in the hends of the holder. If, onthe contrary,
| afonded debt, withinterest secared by adequate taxation be
| substituted for the outstandir g currency, its entire smount
| wiil be avaiizble to the holder, and Government will be in

a conditicp enebling iv, beyond the reach of sny probable

contingency, to prosecute the war to a saccessful 1ssue. It

is, theretore, demanded, ns well by the luterest of the ered-
| itor 68 of the country at lerge, that the evidences of public
debt pew cutstandiog in the shap® of treaeury Botes, be
! converted into bonde bearing adequate ionterest, with pro-
| vislon for taxetivn sufficient to insnre punciual pa. ment and
| foa! redcmption of the whole debt, The President recom
| menda to the con ideration of Congress thereport of the See.
| retary of the, Treasury and hopes it willeogross the ¢oneid
{eration ¢i that body until dispossd of in 'ho mauner best
| adapled to aliain ihe important results which the country
| anticipat~ from its actioa.

| Tho President believes the army to be ian all ro
'specis in better condition than at any previcus periocd of
| the war, He recemmends the restoration to the arwy of
{all who are improperly abzent, by putting an end to the
| sabstitution; modifying the ex«mption law, restriciing de-
| tails and placiog in the rauks able bedied men now em-
ployed a8 wagoners, nurses, cooks, and other employees
doing service for which pegroos may be found competent.
\ _He concurs in the cpivion expressed by the Beeretary of

War, * .ag there i3 1o greard for the okjectisn that anew
| provision to include those who furnished subatitutes unler
{any former call, wonld be a breach of coutract. The ac.

tion of the several Bxecntive Departi 3 ts in 1eviewed, an g
| the gratifyivg anbcuncement is mede that the reccipty

of the Post Office Department are eix hund-ed and sevenly.
{ ive 1oueaad doilars in excens of its expenditures. Coupm.

maagication with the traps-Missisaippi States is 82 obstructed
as to render difficult a compliance with executive needa,
| Leaislation is required providing for the exeroise of ey
| porary asthority, especiully 1p Posial Departm-nt and the
i I'tessary, for which sub-Becretaries are recommended

whie for military cffairs it woeunld seem to bo sufficiept w',
authorize ke President a.d Becretary of War to delegate
10 ¢ mmanding gererals so mush of Lhe discretion ITY pow-
ers vested in 1Lym by law a8 the exigencies of the seryice
shall reqaire.

_In conclusicn, the Preaident adveria to the savage fero-
| city of the emecy in conducting the war, and holds up to
| pabiic execration tue refusal of the Lincoln Government to
| execute iho cartel 1ur the exchange of prisoners. But the
| patiiotism of the people had preved equal toevary n-u.-.':?:r._f
il:::;mz:od 1;;‘ I.jzt:r country's nec 3, aud God had blessed us

cce 3TO ynal )
His divm; tu'.'crl ({JL'I‘ Pl(::t{:tfalr;u:t? :.;] Il-a;:u;“l.;' and i der
oty ve crowned with

FROM DALTON.

N . Davrow, Dac, 5th, 15362,

Seven Yankee p:izoners, captured near Cleveland, by a
squad under Capt. Bhodcs, of Wharton's cavalry, wera
brooght hera to-dey. Two of them formed a part of a
guard wilh dic patches from Gen. Sherman, golng towsrds
Charleston. Capt. R. e's> captured two waggons, sia
horses and four males, bat ths enemy’s reinforcemunts
comirg up be destroyed the wagons.

Usivan citizess raported three or four Yankee regiments
encamped near Cieveland, Bome of Capt. libodes’. men
came through the town, hui saw nothing of them,

Heavy tiring was heard ycsterday inthe direction of
Athens, Tenu., eupposed to be an engagement betweea
Wheeler's cavairy and the enemy.

THE YANEEE ALMY MOVING ON EAST TENNERSEE.
Davron, Dec. 6th, 1583,

A gentleman from Chattanooga to-day says that the main
body of the Yunkee army hag Jeft that pleca for East Ten
cesgee. Ostertaus’ divirion was at Haotaville, Tue eoc
my's pickets are =t McFarlapd SBprings.

) GEN. LEE'S SUUCQESSES.
[Special to the Mobile Advertiser and Register. |

) ) Warerrorp, Dec. Tdh, 1682,

Gen. Lee has just concluded a special raid on the Mem
pbig & Charleston Rail Road. He drove tho enemy into
Pzcapeuld on the 2nd inst., and crossed the foresta safelw
to his district. On the 4th, Chalmer’s command drove the
eneniy in a huddle on the bridge over Wolf river, slavgh:
ering the enemy. Three nandred Yonkees were driven in-
to the river, ontil it was filied with dead hor ea and Lan
kees. Forty gprisaoners wera eaptared. The road was torn
up at ®aoltshurg and Graham’s Creek, and the bridge over
Cypress Ureek, near Chewslla, was dastioyed. Our o9
was 25 killed ana 75 wonnded, inclading Capt. Gains of
McCulloch's etafl and Lieat, Harriss of the first Misgissippl
Rangers,

CONFEDERATE CONGRESA.
BRicaMoND, Va ., Dec. 7, 1563

Congrers met to-day—a quornm in both Howses. Tha
President’s message will not be delivered antil to-morrc w.

In the Benate two bills were introdaced. One repealing
all lawa anthorizing exemptions, and to prevent the en-
rollment of substitutes in the military service ; and oue re
ducing the list of peraons exempt {rom military duty,

In the House & fesoiu'ion was presented to form & joint
committee of both Housea, to consider the currency ques
;?:u's and report spcBdily measures for the action of Con

Mr. Foote presented a number of resolations, which
were coldly received by the House, which seems ill-dispos-
2d to waste time in useless discussion.
q“'lefﬁ decpest Interesi concemtrates aroand the currency

sstion.

The feeling of the members seem cheerfal in reference
to the condition of the country, and confident of cur final
triumph, .

LONGBTREED's LETREAT.
N _ Exisror, Dec. 7th, 1863,

Theres is 0o lcuger any doubt that Longstreet has raised
the seige at Kncxville, aad is retresting in this direction,
in consequance pf heavy reinforcements having been re-
eocived by Burnside. Firlog was heard tais morsiog fa the
direction of Hornqtown by persons from Blouptaviile.

Capt. Tatq Everitt, of tze 9th Kentucky oavalry, attack-
ed the enemy a fow days since- at Lalersville, k « 8nd
routed them completely, eapturiog & number of prisoners
with an amount of quartermaster's stores. The weather is
cloar and pleasaat,
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